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Figure 41. The abandoned marina to the south of the 62nd

street bridge crossing provides a unique opportunity for 
integration of floating wetlands as a public park space.

Figure 42. Floating wetlands create habitat in an
otherwise challenging ecological environment in the
urban contexts. © Biohabitats, Inc.
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Campus Goals
•Offer simultaneous events and programs: 
Run revenue-generating events and 
educational events simultaneously without 
negative impacts to either.

•Optimize workflows: Provide infrastructure 
for time-efficient and resource-effective 
nursery and tree maintenance.

•Show not tell: Be an example of 
regenerative practices and healthy urban 
forestry. Tell the story of the lifecycle of a 
tree.

•Broaden access: Remove accessibility 
barriers and invite users with disabilities to 
experience the full extent of programs and 
spaces on site. Work towards a long-term 
future where the public may visit the site 
outside of an event or appointment.

•Rebalance short- and long-term efforts:
Reorganize mindset and resources towards 
long-term planning to ensure adequate 
capacity and quality for future programs

Campus Opportunities
•Improve and celebrate access to the 
river: Create expanded opportunities for 
recreational boating, restoring the 
riverfront ecosystem, and inspiring visitors 
with both serendipitous and curated 
riverfront experiences

•Leverage vibrant event space: Engage 
and invite event attendees to engage with 
the site, learn something new, and build a 
lasting connection to Tree Pittsburgh

•Expansive site: Though the site is long 
and narrow, capacity to support additional 
projects across the 5 acres remains.

•Unique offering within neighborhood:
Provide immersive access to nature for 
neighbors whose day-to-day experiences 
in nature are typically limited.

•Net-zero development: Sustainable 
design features provide the potential to 
minimize the operational carbon footprint 
moving forward.

Campus Challenges
•Rough around the edges: Invasive 
species, volunteer-based maintenance 
capacity, and the realities of day-to-
day operations result in a place that 
can feel unkempt, rough, or under-
maintained.

•Reaching workspace capacity: Office 
space and wifi bandwidth are 
approaching their limits for fully 
supporting staff headcount.

•Transportation barriers: Circuitous 
bus routes and a dangerous street 
crossing create barriers for inviting 
stakeholders and new volunteers to 
the campus.

•Maintaining safety as access 
expands: Though staff enjoy sharing 
the site with visitors, at times their 
presence can be disruptive to daily 
operations. The site is not yet ready to 
invite visitors outside staff hours.

Overview 
of Plays
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Recommendations

57th Street Parklet – Invest & Relocate ($)
Duncan Park – Invest & Naturalize ($)
McCandless Park – Redevelop & Expand ($)
Leslie Park – Redevelop ($$)
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